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amongst the great party interests, and therefore sure of disturbing thenceforwards for ever the previous equilibrium of forces in our English social system. To mistake the origin or history of a word is nothing ; but to mistake it when that history of a word ran along with the history of a tMng destined to change all the aspects of our English present and future implies a sleep of Epimeiiides amongst the shocks which are unsettling the realities of earth.
The four original essays by which Foster was first known to the public are those by which he is still best known. It cannot be said of them that they have any 'practical character calculated to serve the uses of life. They terminate in speculations that apply themselves little enough to any business of the world. Whether a man should write memoirs of himself cannot have any personal interest for one reader in a myriad. And two of the essays have even a misleading tendency. That upon "Decision of Character33 places a very exaggerated valuation upon one quality of human temperament, which is neither rare nor at all necessarily allied with the most elevated features of moral grandeur. Coleridge, because he had no business talents himself, admired them preposterously in others, or fancied them vast when they existed only in a slight degree. And, upon the same principle, I suspect that Mr. Foster rated so highly the quality of decision, in matters of action chiefly because he wanted it himself. Obstinacy is a gift more extensively sown than Foster was willing to admit. And Ms scale of appreciation, if it were practically applied to the men of History, would lead to judgments immoderately perverse. Milton would rank far below Luther. In reality, as Mr. Gilfillan justly remarks, " decision of character is not strictly a moral power ; and it is extremely dangerous to pay that homage to any intellectual quality which is sacred to virtue alone." But even this estimate must often tend to exaggeration; for the most inexorable decision is much more closely connected with bodily differences of tempera-meat than with any superiority of mind. It rests too much upon a physical basis ; and of all qualities whatever it is the most liable to vicious varieties of degeneration. The worst result from this essay is not merely speculative : it trains the